
Jersey Sleuths/Sisters in Crime – Central Jersey	

BORN TO WRITE – A Springsteen song-inspired mystery/crime anthology	

Deadline: September 23, 2025	

Guidelines:	

Submit an original, unpublished short story based on a Bruce Springsteen song. Be creative with 
an intriguing crime or mystery that takes place in any era, any situation, or any set of 
circumstances. All subgenres of mystery or crime fiction are welcome, including by not limited 
to traditional mysteries, cozies, police procedurals, psychological suspense, thrillers, hardboiled 
detective, noir, historicals, capers, comedy, and cross-genre stories that incorporate elements or 
urban fantasy, paranormal, and speculative fiction.	

Though the song lyrics cannot be used in the story, the title of the song you choose can be used 
both in your story’s title and/or within the story itself. Example: When I Ran Away (inspired by 
Born to Run), or simply Born to Run as the title.	

Requirements for Submission:	

1. Each author must be a member in good standing of both Sisters in Crime National and 
Jersey Sleuths/Sisters in Crime – Central Jersey. To become a member of Jersey Sleuths 
(the $25 membership fee is good from the date you join and will continue throughout 
2026), go to: https://sistersincrimenj.org/join-sisters-in-crime-central-jersey 	

2. Stories must be between 1,500 – 5,000 words.	

3. Submit only one story per author.	

4. Stories must include a connection to Bruce Springsteen – a song, a place, or a theme.	

5. Only previously unpublished stories will be considered, which includes print, online 
(such as e-zines and personal websites), or in any other public forum.	

6. No graphic violence, child or animal abuse, overly vulgar language, or explicit sexual 
descriptions. 	

Manuscript Guidelines:	

• Formatting and Font – MS Word document (.doc, not .dox please). 12-point Times New 
Roman, double-spaced, one-inch margins on all sides. Italics may be used as needed 
within the text	

https://sistersincrimenj.org/join-sisters-in-crime-central-jersey


• Center story title in ALL CAPS BOLD, leave two lines below the title, and begin your 
story. Do not indent the first line of the first paragraph, but do indent subsequent 
paragraphs	

• Separate sections with a centered # and do not indent the first paragraph that follows	

• Indicate the end of your story with ### centered	

• Paginate with pages numbered at top right, and story title at the top left within the 
header. Note: No authors’ names are to appear in the header or on any page of your 
manuscript. Strip manuscript of all metadata to ensure the anonymity of the authors	

• Manuscript email attachment file name should be the title of the story only	

• Submit a cover sheet along with the story manuscript as a separate email attachment. 
Cover sheet must include:  author/member real name, mailing address, telephone 
number, email address, title of the story and word count	

• Cover sheet email attachment should be author name and story title	

• Submit both the story and the cover sheet in one email with the two attachments to 
jerseysleuthanthology@gmail.com. Subject line should read: Anthology Submission/
[author name]/[story title]	

• Remember: Authors’ identities must be anonymous to ensure fairness when the stories 
are being judged. Please do not have your name appear anywhere on your submitted 
manuscript	

Judging and Revisions:	

All stories will be read and ranked anonymously by at least two volunteer evaluators before 
continuing on to the editors. Final selection for inclusion in the anthology will be ratified by the 
Board of Directors of Sisters in Crime – Central Jersey. Authors will be notified when final 
selections are made. Please note that you may be asked to make revisions, either as a condition 
for selection or after selection as part of the editorial process.	

Editing will be done using Word’s Track Changes, which is standard for most publishers. If you’ve 
never used it, it is worth learning.	

The anthology is tentatively scheduled for publication sometime late-2026, though this date 
may change at the discretion of the publisher.	

Writers will receive $25 for accepted stories.	

mailto:jerseysleuthanthology@gmail.com

